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by erect posture that they are " risen In Christ." Accord-
ingly, on the latter feast, on which they return to their kneel-
ing, there is an especial rite, divided into three parts, in
honor of the three persons in the Godhead respectively.
At the end of the first part the priest says in a loud voice,
turning to the people: "Kneel before the Lord upon the
left knee." The people obey. After a prayer the priest
says: "Rise in the strength of God and worship him who
rides upon the sun-settings, etc/? In the second part they
kneel upon the right knee and in the third upon both to-
gether. The Greeks do not ordinarily kneel in the churches,
except during Lent from Mondays to Fridays inclusive, but
on the Day of Pentecost they have a service called Es-Sejdi,
similar to the Maronite rite in that they kneel three times.
Parry describes a curious Pentecostal custom obtaining
among the Syrians. After the sermon all deacons begin to
chant, but suddenly stop and pretend to be asleep. Then
each man taps his neighbor's shoulder to wake him, while
the priest prays and scatters water with an almond branch
over the people. This act, performed three times, signifies
the gift of the Holy Spirit descending on the sleeping mem-
bers of the church.1

The Feast of Corpus Christi is solemnly observed by the
Maronites under the name of Khamis-ej-Jesed, or Thursday
of the Body, but not by the Greeks. As the host is carried
from church to church, all in the streets and shops are ex-
pected to rise. The following feasts are common to all the
churches. At the Feast of Saint Peter and Saint Paul,
June 29, a basin of water is placed on the lectern in the
Maronite churches, and after it is blessed the people fill
bottles to take home. On the feasts of Mar Elyas, July
20, and of Es-Sayyidy (the Repose or Assumption of the
Virgin, August 15) huge crowds, bent quite as much on
merrymaking as on worship, flock to the convents that
bear the names of the Prophet Elijah and the Virgin. On
September 14, the Feast of the Finding of the Cross, bon-
fires are kindled In memory of the signals that flashed Hel-
ena's great news from Jerusalem to Constantinople. As

1 "Six Months in a Syrian Monastery," op. tit., p. 341*